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Having thus described the preferred embodiment, the invention is now 

claimed to be: 

1 . A method for transmitting an order, the method comprising: 
generating respective ordering data for a plurality of Buyers, the 

ordering data being represented as electronic signals and identifying the respective 
Buyer and an item; 

transmitting the ordering data from the Buyers to a common computing 

device; 

identifying one of a plurality of Vendors as a function of the item and 

the Buyer; 

generating the order for the Vendor, the order identifying the respective 
Buyer, the Vendor, and a quantity; and 

transmitting the order to the Vendor. 

2. The method of transmitting an order as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein transmitting the ordering data includes: 

transmitting the ordering data for each of the Buyers to a network; and 
transmitting the ordering data for each of the Buyers from the network 
to the common computing device. 

3. The method of transmitting an order as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein transmitting the ordering data includes: 

electronically transmitting the ordering data to the common computing 

device. 

4. The method of transmitting an order as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein transmitting the order to the Vendor includes: 
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transmitting the order from the common computing device to a 

network; and 

transmitting the order from the network to the respective Vendors. 

5. The method of transmitting an order as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein transmitting the order to the Vendor includes at least one of: 

manually transmitting the order to the Vendor; and 
electronically transmitting the order to the Vendor 

6. The method of transmitting an order as set forth in claim 1, 
further including: 

determining the quantity before the ordering data is transmitted to the 
common computing device. 

7. The method of transmitting an order as set forth in claim 1 ? 
further including: 

determining the quantity after the ordering data is transmitted to the 
common computing device. 

8. The method of transmitting an order as set forth in claim 1, 
further including one of: 

determining the quantity as a function of a default quantity associated 
with the item; and 

determining the quantity as a function of a replenishment quantity 
associated with the item. 

9. The method of transmitting an order as set forth in claim 1, 
further including at least one of: 
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confirming the ordering data for one of the Buyers was transmitted to 
the common computing device; and 

confirming the order was transmitted to the Vendor. 

10. The method of transmitting an order as set forth in claim 1, 
further including: 

managing, via the respective Buyer, the Vendor associated with the 

item. 

11. A system for transmitting an order, comprising: 

a plurality of electronic devices generating ordering data for respective 
Buyers, the ordering data being represented as electronic signals and identifying the 
respective Buyer and a respective item; 

means for transmitting the ordering data from the Buyers to a common 
computing device; 

means for identifying one of a plurality of Vendors as a function of the 
Buyer and the item; 

means for generating the order for one the Vendor, the order 
identifying the respective Buyer, the Vendor, and a quantity; and 

means for transmitting the order to the Vendor. 

12. The system for transmitting an order as set forth in claim 11, 
wherein the means for transmitting the ordering data includes: 

a network for electronically transmitting the ordering data to the 
common computing device. 

13. The system for transmitting an order as set forth in claim 11, 
wherein the means for transmitting the order includes at least one of: 
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means for manually transmitting the order to the Vendor; and 
a network for electronically transmitting the order to the Vendor. 



14. The system for transmitting an order as set forth in claim 11, 
further including at least one of: 

means for determining the quantity before the ordering data is 
transmitted to the common computing device; and 

means for determining the quantity after the ordering data is 
transmitted to the common computing device. 

15. The system for transmitting an order as set forth in claim 14, 

wherein: 

the means for determining the quantity before the ordering data is 
transmitted to the common computing device includes: 

a look-up table accessed by one of the electronic devices; and 
the means for determining the quantity after the ordering data is 
transmitted to the common computing device includes: 

a look-up table accessed by the common computing device. 

16. The system for transmitting an order as set forth in claim 11, 
wherein the quantity is determined as a function of at least one of a default quantity 
associated with the item and a replenishment quantity associated with the item. 

17. The system for transmitting an order as set forth in claim 11, 
further including at least one of: 

means for transmitting a first confirmation from the common 
computing device to the respective Buyer as a function of successfully receiving the 
ordering data into the computing device; and 
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means for transmitting a second confirmation from the Vendor to the 
Buyer as a function of successfully receiving the order by the Vendor. 

18. The system for transmitting an order as set forth in claim 11, 
further including: 

means for changing the Vendor determined as a function of the item 

and the Buyer. 

19. A method for obtaining articles from respective suppliers, the 
method comprising: 

identifying, for each of a plurality of Buyers, a respective article via a 
respective electronic optical input device; 

generating respective electronic ordering data as a function of the 
identified articles and the respective Buyer; 

transmitting the electronic ordering data from the Buyers to a central 
processing device; 

for each of the identified articles, identifying one of a plurality of 
Vendors as a function of the article and the Buyer; 

for each of the identified articles, determining a respective quantity as a 
function of the article and at least one of a default quantity associated with the article, 
a replenishment quantity associated with the article, and a desired quantity identified 
by the Buyer; 

for each of the identified Vendors, creating a respective order 
identifying each of the associated articles, the Buyer, and the respective quantities; 
transmitting each of the orders to the respective Vendor; and 
filling the orders. 
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20. The method for obtaining articles as set forth in claim 19, 
further including: 

for one of the articles, changing, via the Buyer, the Vendor identified as 
a function of the Buyer. 



-24- 



